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[My Maternval GranorarRENTS

MYy Ma‘l'eyna/yrandma, Anna Blesm, WaAS the Gigkf’h of e
children, She was born in a subourb of Warsaw In
1998 . Russia confrolled Poland at that time, and if vou were.
J'ew,ish, \/OM O\iO‘Y\'{' WQV\{' ‘('D l'l\/e uno'er the C'zar'é rule, he |
(Cossacks went on raids ailled "pogroms,”where, my

andmother said, soldiers would come on hor seback
2 (ano', T Sure, much WO rse.)

nd beal people up
= ” [T reced Huis picture (badly)
m‘hon
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e of m gramo\mo\'he r's brothers were arrested
5?;c1'a’l'sf leaflets and were sent o a prison

in Siberia. Somehow they escaped and gol on o
En9|an0‘.
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When she was [6,my in nd mother was senT to +he U.S,
to meet up with her brotherg, She said thatl the voyage

was ferrifying- a young girl all alone., She said +tha
man offey%,dg}\er \A bagag\a, b(k% she was Too Scared To
accepT if, never having seen one before,

As a cilcx) T o\\'o\ﬂ’* olou‘oj( this Sﬁr% g
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My arandmother 9ot to M e )
W%ther S'(bhr\gs.%vgfua”gjm"”’ool's and re united
She met my grandfather;

[owis “Loui&”gloom/ Who had
emigrafed fo+he U.S, From
Miﬂ?l{, B&‘QVMS (Qy]ofhu, Pm'"/ |
o\c CzrarisT Russ m) al the
age 0f 9.

- many Jews eml m‘l'ea’ To
%‘:V‘JS 14 Z‘?is Time p%rioo‘sv ’E%T
id nof only The pogrom=,
(o;\c‘;?\lscri plion iM’@ He Czars army,

i which The anT ,
Semifism WOS bydfal,)

somefnin _
misaf be"mMade
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I“\y ?rand%ﬂ\ev worked in o Facfory. Because mosT of the
othér worliers were Swedish, he Tearned a lithe bit of the
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MY grano\(}arenfs 5’0'1' mowrieol and (N _/6”7 my Unc(e AVﬂ'\UY ‘

was born. They moved fo (one Tsland, Brooklyn,
New Yor i, and on March 10, (931, My mother was born.
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My MoTHER'S CHILOHDOD

Here are the few things my mother told me abouT
her childhood :

“Ghe was an excellen] sTudenf, BUT my ram/paren_fs
dio\n'Jr care aboul Tha because
She Wags A girl ano\ Was 90i&9 ”'0
get married “and be supported by
O hu\gba V\Ol. Tke\/ 'pmd {or Yﬂ)l UV\CIQ
to go 1o phmmarg school, becauvse
he Was not” a good sTudent and

Wovld not havé done well in collese.
Ml mother went 4o Brooklyn Coflege.
W iC\’\ wWaS f\’ﬁe ’,GH(A pro\oalo\y MiUlch more

S ). bm"' mv ”\%‘H’\er Wa S VCSQ-V\T'FM‘ °

THEME ¢ MY MOTHER was RESENTFUL.
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"My grandmaother thaght my mother was a “perfect davahter
\/ )/ 9 ther said she uforked Zard at thal, My mnd;oﬂn:rﬁaﬁ‘en
fe-f neH/o us ano Was aftraid 556 Was abou g have Q hearT

affack. M
my gran

J nother sqid fhar when she came l\ome tfrom school,
m
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Yy mother Magde Sure
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had o promineni DIMPLE A’ e
boo Co\\ec’( on (Aorng my

Q,\DYQV\’ (Wh ot book’ >
\fe,’foo

\/ moTher was o\‘?ralo\ ﬂ»oﬁ ong 0‘0\\/ ske Wou‘o\ com@_ hom

£bm school and. find thal tny grandmother was dead.




HOWCVCY SiCI( my l’anolmoﬂ\er Felf o‘urin(z’
the o\ay) she _wouldﬁe herself 1oqether by the time my
grand faTher came home from Warfg, olways putfing on a dress
and lipsticK, and then making dinner ,orompflﬁ




My grand €ather prett L, ianored everyone A
wanted 9‘!’0 be lett a(%ne y‘\';m‘lfsh?n To the ma'{g,nbu?rr‘v\y ‘mother
Said +hal my grand Fafher teased her a 1ot which vpseT her..
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When T waS alreo\oly jrow\ﬂ Tn the no‘fe) m)/ /Y)O‘HI)CYVDWED
. VP I ‘POM'\A- G no‘fe W\\/ Y\/\O'\'t\ﬂr (,"0 L'eyseu:) never ‘[’0 ShOV\l [n\/

had wtitien To HERSELF when .
s e 1 Tosud tht | rond B el BV S o
she had shown my grandfather She ever dia fo

A PiCTMrQ O( A 9” | She l"QO‘ her ll'l:e 9 JUNE S |1a32-
a\VO\NYl, My 5YthJ (0\'“’\” IGVGL[(’,! T N"u nevey
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HERE'S ANDTHER THING MY MOTHER ToLD ME:

My grandmother had an aborfion Son +he Kidchein .
table ” A docTor (?) came 1o the house. Al my mother

would say was thal it was "horrible,”




A Poutical MomenT:

Tn 2020 we observed the cevlewnial of the passing of the |
14%th amend ment to the WS ConsTituTion, which gave woten the
righl 1o vofe. It blew my mind 1o vealize that,, when my

mdther was born, w(gmen had been able. To vole €or on (\/
g MONTHS. And aborTion was lllegql. | e -
Go HoME,
gl LADIES.
477 HAVE YOUR
119 gagiES. Tl's

OVER.

. . > L‘/" To YouR
| o fE B o~ H“’BANDS

And now, yusl as in my grandmothe’sfime, The V.S,
50\/ernmen7 has decided”that the leqality of aborTion
S ’\{OT A 9} Ve .
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One Othey memory my mother fold me:

As ) I'f:of She v|s:feo' SOMe COUSINS who Iuleo| wm Chicaqo. They '/’ao/(
l\er on O “'o ur of the Famous .S"'Ock)’arals whe re, She sai SAe Saw
H\mﬂs thot she would never For et (and WI'ncl« I would +heh never
f rgcf even though she didv'} even fell me whot they were).

Do we HAvE)OH yes,\ (WERE USED
to 90 n? Tlc FART‘ T0 IT'
OF 1HE 'roaK

QUEST\OI\) D[ my mother ever Tell me gn fhmg

00d aboul her childhpod® WAS then hi
good about her cch((ld hogo\ W—- ere any 7



.. T seem To remember thal she Told me
that she loved fo swim in the ocean ot

Coney Tsland .

\ O | my mother always
) : did the breasT oke

She tried 1o teacn
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My father, Sidney Margoshes,was born on November 26, 1920,
in Hhe Browe, New YorK Cily. His mother, Sava, died er;c; ]
-

)

oll bladder Surgery when he was no more than 6or7/
s sister my Aun Shirley, 10 move Hhan waybe 3or - ’”,Y
fother hod one phoTo r@h of his mother which showed that
She was (i>(+remaly fat. - |

My father didn't speaK "Blessed Sara;

about her of alI,P 7l l and QJ: e«(:ee,\ sad +hal
my Hebrew name (& _ : my father gnd my

of of Jews hove these) 1S : Aont Shirley losT her 5 Youﬁ’
BARVCHA SURA : x ’_6": ) (e, still sad)
/ £other HATED f4T cond T alwa yS wondered i€ this
was why,) / !




My grandfather RUICKLY remartied—+o a woman named
C/arao When I QSKfO‘ my ara"’her wha"' Wa < So MJ QBOM'(’

her, all he could say was, “She didn't lel us have q‘g
WRTEr o\urmj dinner. ” But +here waS obviovsly more.

T wsed 1o call My fathey Ncindersidney ”
becavse he had an evil Stepmother, He [oved

this.



And then, when my father was aboul (2, his father
died of fuberculosis. My father 5aid that he felt
nothin \NH\CV\ seemed SO S”f'r’mﬂﬂe b_ecau.se,he ;gaj'a') he
(0\/9.0\ /l'\'lS father. “\Au’\y am L hO’F 500‘ ?” he QSKEON

‘himselt.




Very soon after my father's father died (ny father always
Stressed the word " very,” his stepmother went back 1o her i
en

homefown of Chicago A S_m\[ father and my Avnt Shirley W
€ Dav

"’0 ive with .’H"CW Unc ”, At/hf Kose, a‘nol ﬂne:r son S‘feven.

twas always

n r hV\ '
C) ij.‘i’fi;! ouj‘f Zfa me (by my mother)

>y \ ¢ S Steven (an 0'1/\/ child)wag
H ‘l 3‘:@ afoll‘c?TT ed with the idea thal you
X )35 could b;, “mﬁ: %uife,”arﬂa"weo‘)hor
, " +hi onq”? -- al+hou
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My gre il - Uncle Saul was a*macher”(¥-ddish for *big shet”) He was a
[awder and alsd fhe President of the Oceon Pnr’(way Jeuish Ceiter (an
Orthodox Jew buf not o "Hassid. JHe did his duty ano'gm/e 4 home To
his niece and nephew, buf my fathey Satd theve were “no extras,”




When my father goT fo college, cven +hw$ foition Was free ()
there were expenses [ike hooks, S0 my Tather spenT Summers
hussing tobles ot KUTSCHER'S,a tesort in +he CatshillS.

‘ ' g:‘:ff— 11§ - N |
&»&»’.4’5 CHOLENT ,
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When T was growing up, my father loved o refer
to these fimed offeh saying affer a meal,

“T'Il bus," expressing cither” nostalgia for those
simpler days-or relief thal he had moved on - -

PROBABLY BOTH,

HEME : My father
25 _more comforfable

n A subservient
poSi fion than in O

position of power.
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movies of this
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University of - \

Y New Mor

r’l\\f\g\\’kejr told me %J‘QTZ I
0 : 0 Crush on my father;

g\n wonld sTalk him mak'l |
wre.she Nas 1n ‘H«e/ha\\ ,?\ﬂ {

outside his classroom m‘é’%’ \

he eme@@cf.




hey became air|€yviend and b end ) eventuall
B sl i oy vl e e e, Londition
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\ES, S‘?o‘)I'll Marry \/ou S (_man}/ "aSsimila‘fea‘ "Tews
bul ONLY I{ \/OU\ ch anN9ge chang
Jour name from MargosheS
tn MARSHALL,

ed their names —Hner\)
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tk understandable , given his travmatic childhopd), AND 50,
(I Il saddled with the HUMILIATING hame of I"MRGDSHES?




3'4 Marion Mar 651\65
Married J&numy Z5,

Q42
’f"‘, L el bu/Jf he

Then 0y fm‘hu NS cpm fr eap mTo 'H\e Awﬂ/



My father was stationed in m,os‘/’a.f'e New York. His

ob was to quard German prisoners. ke sdid they
Were, mostly nice young men. One was on arfisT]

and my father paid him fo painT o portfrait sf m
{Y\oﬂqer yfrom /. ph‘;‘fo of her: Y

H‘ \DDKS re ‘{\' ‘.
Tust l(Ke ;\"\e ?‘\O’ro\, | @ |

The painfing hung m my parenTs' dining room ﬂ')roughofd' My
childhood. Now 1 hangs in +he bedvoor of My own heme.,



My father said that, for awhile, the soldiers had o check

1—(,\@ bulletin boaro‘ CV&YY Aa{ To see 1F H'\C)/ were obout 4o
be senf overseas To fight in the Bottle of the Bulge. they
were Tevvified, because many men were dying over there.,

you’re not
Oh there - -

| but T AM!|,




When My father was in the Army upsTate
W\y mot het (W‘f\o haa MO\JOYQO‘ (N bw\g’j\/‘gﬁ\lof}(e A2 G

pacteriologist for fhe New York City Board of Health,

ols vplel 00k
y - S\ N I
[0go. 988, _ Hm... looKs
‘J N7 ,/;" 2, | | e Nt . i\
;‘I‘/"‘ :;1 | A I,I,f'e STA P,‘, I
s

HEME f MZW mgther WasS A SCIEN f'ST e \
coMPLETE LY (ko) The other MOTHER




LR'TLCV oh In +he_ war, 'Y\y 'Fat\\ey Was ‘l’rahsfernﬂo{ 1o an army
base in West Vivginia. My mother was able To go with him. At
F’lrcf H\e)/ Were Aomseol aT H\e Greenbria ﬁB‘lzl) A Aisf’or‘:c
sfracture 4haf still stands. They had never Seen anythin

ike +his in their lives, and my mother confinued o
Spfak O‘F i‘f A‘l( O(Urfhg my ¢ i/gllnapd.

THE OLD SOUTHhm
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TLQ Y\LHQ NeYy e Pl».f uP (W +he home p-P Q CDMP/'Q 01[‘
[0541 re 30‘2V\TS — Q Coupfe Whose hames T cl’c)w"f'
remember, even thoush my mother mentioned +hem

MAN\{ Hme s O‘M(iV\S‘ my C‘MMIAO()A —— The TW0 iM'Obf’Z;n'T—
things cbout them™ were



(l TL\Q Weve ]KMA and 1 Tlunl( ﬁﬂs meaﬁ S‘omeﬁnm 'h My
Mo 1 e, aboul an app cﬁ/mq’ form of WASP}/ ﬁrT(.Cuﬂl‘,
SOUTHERN Nac / Conﬁeﬁm[« (see e. d)(nner table zcene. LN\
/\nme Hﬂ{ where the “NyC ewish (L ? UD {;ell(je romT) fami |

)T

contfraste +he Wisconsin (always " Z
ballﬁ\ré Me mg/'HQr 0? Y,‘S Wg,\lreuf ﬁ,“ﬂ 5‘ Pl sant )‘Fﬂ”“ ‘)




0)They did nof serve enough fo0d ! And this was, rent]
A cf\\/onm szgisﬁc 0-[— WHTSL Péa‘f‘e;‘/’a:fql[’s. (Poﬁg‘)ogngergy/

Small ,' And, for the reST 0( H>7Z hee,vxlhmever sea‘(’e
table of Whife Profe;‘f'ah , F haue alwys Made i1, &
po;n’r t» ASSESS the por‘l'ion S1zeS. In 9ene/(al, T would sqy
1

hol the WASPS T Know serve PLENTY of Food. Ana’,
thevefore, ‘i’ think thal +he sparse amounts my pareni’

&[,Pe,ri oncCe U\)ezrﬂ Mmore O .(:u_mc_‘hoy\ 0€ .l.h& hmes

(ﬂ\e (‘WO'S; Wm'hme"?) dt/ld the €o§m hc atea

(’“'\'e Souﬂl),af)d Mﬂ)/k).ﬂ_ an Mmore. grﬁ[_uﬁr S%W'l_h/lré ’I’{,w”
my parentS were aware of. 'Bur T Dow’T KNOW.
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T guess at ane poinl my futher wenT ‘o leave,” or
S MUWWG, bécouSe IN Ifebmmx/ Q45 my ‘Sis‘\'er Caurol
~as born in Brooklyn while my father was STafioned uptiate,
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(ivxgus someboo‘y </

has, T try fo force Mésel{:f‘l'o draw five '{:\'njefs but IJIAST
CAN'T MAKE MYSELF CARE.Someday this may become -




After the wor my grecd-uw CIQ Sau’ 301' my 'Fﬂ“’le/' a_]o;, S’el//',:;j shoes q"'
or

s And after that my Father aof & (0b Selling air/s! <
m::\{A?GCTMYd = O&Y\d 'H'\O.Ty\g \/J‘f\q‘rgw\y 1Cj j

\te. e
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swear o] o
ather A{d “For +he. rest aof his

You'd looK GREAT
in this loafer — |
it ust came (N

)x

| ThiS 1S @ posfure that T
= HATE f\'hiwk'mg of My "
= father asSsuming - omo‘,Ye,
metaphorically T always
& haV € ‘I’hou}\ of! him —this .

a,wazs said that he REALLY wanted 1o be 4 @wyer, I"l}/ mothef

l incle Saul fot insisting that my father be“only ” ox
?gnbshr%aré aamnca' x\i:’)b@ ;“Zué’ “Még l'i‘jn“ga%er ayliifﬂe bt 1vo, ~}Ft<)r n@’(L
doin wha% he (Said he) really wanted (and m;/lmm‘ker also STRESED

thal my }Im‘her could have gone fo |aw School For Fre¢ oh the

My tafher

M but che also anderstood that[my father Was an insecure
gegof \|/d ') bo‘uidsﬂff Ojfeel capable 0f doing Very dfficult things.

0
TEMES s Fafher—insecure s Mother— ResentHu|




ok pY, thot's enough DEEP BACKGROUND. Frankly

| ' DEPRESSEYV
T was getfing a lttle BoRE) an ever\/ ,
H\mh'hjga\;o\dj 2\\ Hhose PEopLE FROM THE PAST Whev Ao

and thtir STRUBGLES, bul Maybﬁ) MOSTLY, T W4S *I_*
Feelmq M.’Y\A _DF EMPT.\)/' beCaMSQ._ o"(: m7l | \
ABSENCE v +hese‘accounTS,_due o My

STATE of PRE-EXISTENCE.
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I WA S de\.\\fe/re,cﬁ Which m\/ McThey”

UNder oenera thoughf wWas So
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Apparently, the birth wen smootnly, b
Wowevey since the WORLD SERIES waS going
[0N (NeW YORKYANKEES us, PuiLADELPHIA PH

e —e




T N

o | /After a few days, My mother and N

L'y T went home 1o the aparfment inthe | _

NYC H ousini Projec‘fs where my fathet, ‘4
e

s

/
/

' : r +T lived, My mother always)

\Mothel, gis
STRE SSED fhqt this was_a MIDDLE, not /2
. TN income projects ~ A1




Wi»én T was Two, we moved info a Fwo -\Cami[y house that
my Grandparents bought, We lived in the Lpstairs
Jment and my grandparents lwved downstairs,
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